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180708 090140/23 10 

R 180422Z EEB 77 
PM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 2447 

STATE ALSO PASS USAID 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, EAID, IN, VN 

SUBJECT: ECONOMIC COOPERATION WITH VIETNAM 

1. IN COURSE OP PEBRUARY 14 CONVERSATION WITH DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS, NSC THORNTON AND NEA/INS KUX, 

PONSEC MEHTA NOTED THAT THERE WERE AREAS IN THE DEVELOPING 
WORLD WHERE POLITICAL SENSITIVITIES AND CONCERNS WERE SUCH 
THAT ECONOMIC RATIONALE MIGHT BE SET COMPLETELY ASIDE. HE 
CITED AS AN EXAMPLE VIETNAM, WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS 
GROPING TO PIND A RECEIPE POR RECONSTRUCTION. THERE 

WAS NO QUESTION, HE SAID, OP INDIA'S BEING A MAJOR PARTNER 
IN SUCH A PROCESS BUT IT WAS CLEAR THE DRV DID WANT 
SOME HELP AND THE GOI PELT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO FIND SOME 
PORMULA WHICH WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO STABILITY AND RECONSTRUCTION 
IN SEA. MEHTA EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT ELEMENTS IN US 
LEGISLATION, E.G., ON PL-480 SHIPMENTS, WHICH HAD A BEARING 
ON CONSIDERATION OP THIS SUBJECT BY THE GOI, COULD BE 
SET ASIDE QUITE SOON. 

2. US REPRESENTATIVES DID NOT RESPOND OTHER THAN TO NOTE 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THIS ISSUE AND THE MIA PROBLEM. 
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